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PETER GRAINGER’S INDUCTION 

Reflections on the induction of our new pastor Rev. Peter J. Grainger

The Induction Service was a joyous occasion, skilfully chaired by Professor Norman Hunt with a light touch and yet solemn when required. His welcome to visitors, of whom some fifty had come from Freshbrook Church, including Peter’s and Nita’s parents, was particularly gracious.

A brief statement was made by the Church Secretary covering the five years of the vacancy and the background to the call.

Mr Grainger then spoke very frankly, but with occasional touches of humour, about the events leading up to his acceptance of the call. It was after a lengthy period of service abroad, followed by a period of three years as Assistant Pastor at Long Crendon Baptist Church, that he and his wife Nita had settled very happily into the Pastorate at Freshbrook. Two visits to the Chapel had been merely regarded as filling a temporary pulpit engagement, although after the second visit, Nita asked Peter when returning to Swindon whether he thought there was anything more behind the visit. Peter’s brief reply was, ‘Put it out of your mind. I doubt that twenty two elders will ever be unanimous regarding the vacancy on this side of eternity.’

When the call did come there was much prayer and heart-searching and consultation with friends and elders at Freshbrook. The Lord’s word which finally decided Peter and Nita to accept the call was the same one which the Lord gave him twenty five years previously when he began his missionary service – ‘Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your wav to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will do this.’ The decision to accept the call to the Chapel was reached by the repetition of these verses in one week from four different sources in Freshbrook and Peter concluded with these words to us all, ‘The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.’

Then followed the Act of Dedication by the Rev. George Mitchell from Kirkintilloch, who had been Peter Grainger's mentor several years previously in the Bible Training Institute, and finally the Prayer of Commitment and Dedication by the members and congregation.

This was followed by the Choir, Orchestra and soloist (Mrs Dorothy Napier), under the direction of Donald Cameron, singing ‘In the Name of the Lord’ which added greatly to the joy and solemnity of the occasion.

Limitations of space prevent me from adding a great deal more. We are indebted to the Rev. Beverley Savage from Swindon for his sermon based on portions from Revelation 21 and 22, and his exhortation to us to remember Freshbrook and that it is ‘Plus Ultra’ and not ‘Ne Plus Ultra’ in the future.

The love1y tea provided by the ladies, under the direction of Miss Nan Purves, and the welcome Social under the Chairmanship of Mr Alex Cameron, which followed, added a lighter touch to the proceedings. There was a musical item by a few of the younger children and also by an older musical group. Miss Ruth Stewart gave an amusing recitation with a sting in its tail aimed at the Chapel Elders, but without offence.

Mr Hamish Ralston brought greetings from the Wycliffe Bible Transla​tors, and then sang ‘Amazing Grace’ to the accompaniment of the Scottish Bagpipes. There were greetings from the Freshbrook Church by Mr Clive Hobbs (An Elder from Freshbrook), from Edinburgh Fellowships by the Rev. Brian Russell-Jones (Carrubbers Christian Centre) and from the wider Baptist scene by the Rev. Peter Barber (General Secretary of The Baptist Union of Scotland and one of the Chapel ‘Old Boys’).

There was an informal welcome to the Grainger family, Ben and Becky, and a beautiful flower arrangement was presented to Nita who suitably replied and thanked the members for all that had been done to help them settle into the manse. (Details of other presentations not copied.) 

The proceedings concluded with an epilogue by Mr Cameron, and our new Pastor pronounced the Benediction.
� By Honorary Elder David Wallace, Record, September 1992, pp. 6–8 (excerpts only).





